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The World’s Largest Bible Reading Class 


HERE is an old colloquial expression, “‘It is better 


truth upon the paths of lost, suffering and lonely men. 


The acceptance of this challenge to share the Word! 
of God with other people is the logical result of a| 
faithful reading of the Scriptures. It is therefore im-: 
portant that we read this Book of Books every day of | 
the year. As R. L. Goodson of Idaho Falls, Idaho, | 
put it in “Thursday Pulpit” of the Evening Post-| 


to light one little candle than to curse the dark- 
ness.’ Sixteen years ago a lonely Marine lit such a 
“candle” to beat back overwhelming despair and the 
darkness of a Guadalcanal foxhole. He wrote his 
family in the States, asking that they read the Bible 


with him—the same passage on the same day. Doing 
so gave all of them strength and comfort and kept 
them united in spirit. Little did this Marine realize 
that his letter would start a fellowship of Bible readers 
that has grown into the millions~a fellowship that 
reaches more than fifty countries with Bible-reading 
suggestions—a fellowship which the leading editorial 
of the Kansas City Star described as the ‘‘biggest 
Bible-reading class anywhere.” 

This year, the sixteenth, the theme is ‘‘The Ever- 
lasting Light’? and gives real substance to the col- 
loquial expression about lighting a candle in the dark. 
In the midst of our darkness comes the ringing word 
of God’s prophet: “The Lord shall be unto thee an 
everlasting light!’ In the midst of our stumbling the 
great missionary Apostle reminds us that our way 
shall be illumined by “‘the light of the glorious Gospel 
of Christ.” 

This, then, is the great task of the American Bible 


Register: 

‘On Christmas we observe the coming of the Word | 
Incarnate. It is entirely appropriate a few weeks | 
prior to Nativity to give thanks for God’s gift of His | 
Word (Universal Bible Week, Dec. 6-13), without | 
which we would have no record of Our Lord. De-| 
prived of the Book, Christmas would soon lose its | 
meaning. It is important that we read this Book not | 
only before and during the holiday season, but during | 
every day in the year. We may say we own a Bible, | 
but do we really possess a Bible until we pay the | 
price of earnest study? We do not actually own any- | 
thing until we make it ours. Owning a Bible means | 
reading it every day, memorizing whole passages | 
and letting the message of the Book speak to us. And | 
if anyone really owns the Bible, he will become the | 
servant of the Lord of the Book.” 


Join the world’s largest Bible-reading class and | 
not only read but share the message with others! 

Bookmarks with a reading schedule will be sent. 
free for community-wide distribution. 
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Society and the stirring challenge to its friends and 
members—to help spread the Good News of Christ’s 
love to a needy world; to help shed the light of His 
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GIVE ATTENDANCE TO READING* 


BY SAMUEL 


ey attendance to reading ... especially the parch- 
ments—(1 Timothy 4:13; 2 Timothy 4:13). [iis 
easy to remember these references. In both cases 
Paul was writing to a young convert from the Gen- 
tiles put in charge of a church at Ephesus. Paul was 
an educated man, not a fisherman of Galilee; a 
citizen of Tarsus and trained in theology at the feet of 
Gamaliel. He was the heir of three civilizations— 
Jewish, Greek and Roman. The Hebrew and Greek 
languages were familiar to him; he carried a Roman 
passport and quoted from Greek poets and philoso- 
phers. Such a well-read man knew the value of books, 
and when he suffered from cold in the Mamertine 
Prison at Rome, he asked Timothy not only for his 
cloak, forgotten at Troas, but for ‘“‘the books, 
especially the parchments.” 

A strangely parallel story is told of William Tyn- 
dale during his imprisonment and shortly before his 
martyrdom in the Low Countries in 1536. He wrote 


*From How Rich the Harvest, Fleming H. Revell. 
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to a local authority asking that some of his goods 
might be sent—‘‘a warmer cap, a candle and a piece 
of cloth to patch my leggings. But above all, I be- 
seech and entreat your Clemency to be urgent with the 
Procureur that he may kindly permit ine to have my 
Hebrew Bible, Hebrew grammar and Hebrew dic- 
tionary, that I may spend time with that study.” 
Here we have two heroes of the faith, apostles of 
Jesus Christ, devoted to their dying hour to books 
and manuscripts! Bolts and bars could not shut them 
from the illumined page, nor could an iron curtain 
imprison their free spirits. Timothy had known the 
Old Testament from his childhood. Yet Paul wrote 
in his first letter, ‘Give attendance to reading,” and 
in the second he begged for books and manuscripts. 
We all need Paul’s injunction to give more “‘at- 
tendance to reading,’ and many of us surely should 
read not only books about the Bible but, if possible, 
go back to the parchments and original text. ‘‘Blessed 


ie 


is he that readeth! 
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Farewell to the Near East 
BY SIEGFRIED FRIEDLIEB 


| Bas from such a fascinating and challenging, 
and at the same time so hospitable an area as 


At the same time one becomes soon aware that one | 
has come to live among a friendly people, and that! 


the Near East, after more than twenty years of very 
active service in Bible Society work, is no easy matter. 
Especially when duties took one to such Bible places 


the proverbial Oriental hospitality is no empty 
phrase. When we left Beirut at the beginning of| 
April, no fewer than over thirty friends had come to | 


as Jerusalem, Damascus, Athens and Thessalonica. 
There were week-end excursions to Byblos (where 
our word ‘Bible’? comes from), the ruins of Ur in 
Chaldaea, and to Mount Sinai, the mountain of the 
Lawgiving. 

The first thing that strikes the mind of the Bible 
lover coming newly to the Near East is the fact that 
these Bible Lands are no longer the home of large 
Christian communities, as one would expect after 
reading, say, the Book of Acts, but have become 
Moslem lands with small Christian minority. 

It is in this situation that Bible distribution is 
carried on in the Near East. It made me realize at 


once that the Book we want to get into the hands of 


the people, the Bible, is a highly controversial book 
there, a Book which is “‘spoken against,” and that 
every colporteur or missionary distributing the Bible 
is in a very real sense ‘‘a defender of the faith.” 
Mr. Siegfried Priedlieb, accountant and publishing manager in 


the Middle East retired in March 1959 after 21 years of distinguished 
service. 
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the pier to bid us goodbye, some of them living a 
good many miles away. Looking back, my wife and 
I are most grateful to the Lebanese Government and 
people for their generosity and hospitality during 
often difficult years. 

The Near East is an area of many languages and 
civilizations, all of which have left their impressive 
monuments to posterity. A visit to the pyramids of 
Egypt, or the temple ruins at Baalbek, or the colossal 
Crusaders’ castle of Krak de Chevalier in Syria, are 
unforgettable experiences. Standing on the top of the 
Lebanon range, with the wide sweep of the horizon 
into Syria and Palestine, one feels that this is indeed 
the home of God-inspired Prophets. The classical con- 
tours of the Bay of Beirut, recall to the imagination 
the story of the seafaring Phoenicians and Greeks. 
We have said goodbye to the Near East, but the 
happy memories of the years lived among its friendly 
people will forever remain fresh in our hearts and 
minds, 
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Report from India 
BY EMMANUEL J. HEUER 


|e copy of the Holy Scriptures in Hindi or 
any other Indian language is published by the 
Bible Societies. This is true of every pulpit Bible, 
every pocket Bible, every New Testament, as well 
as every tiny Gospel Portion. There is no other 
source of supply. Why? Because they must be sold 
at a loss, and no other publisher would even consider 
the matter. The Church Mission boards often publish 
~ ata loss Christian literature, but the use of the Bible 
- is so universal that all the Mission boards leave the 
publishing of it to the Bible Society. 

The very fact that the Church leaves the publish- 
ing of the Bible to the Bible Society indicates how 
closely the two are related. ‘Traveling about in India 
and mingling with Christian people, one soon realizes 
that the Church and the Bible Society are inseparable 
and mutually dependent, one upon the other. 

The evangelistic outreach, for example, of the 
Church in India is very much dependent upon the 
availability of copies of the Gospels in the languages 
of the people. Again and again one sees volunteer 
workers—laymen—mingling with the people and 
selling copies of the Gospels. 

The Gospels translated by Christian nationals and 
missionaries with the assistance of the Bible Societies 
are published by the Society and made available at 
a price far below the cost of production. Of course, 
this can be done only because of the support given 
to the Bible Society here at home. 


Rev. Emmanuel J. Heuer is Visual Education Production 
Secretary of The British and Foreign Bible Society in Can- 
ada. His article is reprinted by permission of ‘‘Missionary 
Monthly,” a publication of the Woman’s Missionary Soci- 
ety of the United Church of Canada. 


B.F.B.S. in Canada 


Rev. Yesu Das Tiwari, second from right, and his com- 
mittee working on revision of Hindi New Testament 
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In this way it is possible for these volunteers to 
approach people and offer them a copy of the Gospel 
for only one anna (about 1% cents). These workers, 
both men and women, go out into the street to reli- 
gious fairs and festivals—in fact, wherever a crowd 
may gather. It is amazing how many copies can be 
sold. People are always looking for a book which 
they can afford to buy with their meager earnings. 

Many who are now Christians can trace the steps 
which led to their conversion—a copy of the Gospel 
bought at a fair; some interest in Jesus; seeking more 
books about Him; talking to a Christian; asking ques- 
tions, and receiving instruction. 

Many times the Bible has been the new Christian’s 
mainstay. A small group of women in central India 
meet regularly for Bible reading and prayer. All of 
them are Christians, but their husbands are much 
opposed to their wives’ new-found faith. One hus- 
band, however, permits the group to meet in his 
house. One of the women still bears upon her body 
the scars of the burns which occurred when her hus- 
band tried to force her to recant by burning her, 
Bible in the presence of his neighbors. Somehow the 
flames burned so brightly and vigorously that the 
men became afraid and fled, whereupon the women 
rushed out and smothered the flames. ‘hey gathered 
up the ashes and the corners of a few pages, held a 
vigil the rest of the night and then in the morning 
took the ashes to their church. 

The Church in India is engaged in a difficult task. 
It needs our help, and in the face of discouragements 
it needs our prayers. To reach out and to touch 
those who are not yet Christians the Church needs 
our Bibles! 


B.F.B.S. in ‘Cond 
Indian women meet for Bible reading. Conversion in 
India often leads to persecution 
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Man With a Mission 


BY JOHN W. OSBERG 


HE arrival of the Dutch ship Prins Johan Willem 

Friso April 30, 1959 through the new St. Law- 
rence Seaway opened Chicago as a deepwater port. 
The mayor, a brass band, and a reception committee 
were on hand to recognize this important new event 
in Chicago’s history. As it docked at Navy Pier, a 
former merchant seaman boarded the Dutch ship 
with something different in the way of gifts. The Rev. 
Arnold Parker, representative of the Bible Society 
and the Great Lakes Seamen’s Mission, brought with 
him Bibles, New Testaments and the Gospel of John 
in pocket-sized books donated by the Chicago Bible 
Society. In addition to finding his way to the ship’s 
library with copies of the New Testament, Mr. Park- 
er gave to sailors bilingual Scripture Portions in 
English and the seamen’s own language. 


Two Years of Service 


Mr. Parker has been supplying Scriptures to ships 
in the Port of Chicago for two years in cooperation 
with the Bible Society. Because of working as a mer- 
chant seaman during and after World War II, he is 
familiar with ships and seamen. Since he knows his 
way around, he has been met with friendliness by 
crew and staff officers alike. 


Three Phases of Work 


There are actually three phases to Mr. Parker’s 
work. Placing a New Testament in the ship’s library 
is one important part. For this purpose he cus- 


The Rev. Arnold Parker gave bilingual Scriptures to 
crewmen on Dutch ship “Prins Johan Willem Friso” 
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tomarily uses the large-print Illustrated Testament. 
Secondly, he seeks out the captain, too, and makes a 
gift to him of a Bible in the native language of the 
skipper. Just recently a seaman on a ship told of the 
death of a sailor while at sea, and a search of the en- 
tire vessel failed to disclose a single copy of the Bible 
which the captain might use for a burial service. 
Realizing that the captain of each ship is responsible: 
for whatever services are held aboard, the Bible thus 
given to a captain can become an important part of 
the life of the entire ship. 

Mr. Parker, however, feels that the third part of 
his ministry is by far the most important of all. In this| 
he places a Gospel in the hands of the seamen on the} 
ship, using a bilingual edition if they speak a foreign| 
tongue. The gift of such Gospels many times opens up! 
to Mr. Parker opportunities for personal witnessing} 
on behalf of Jesus Christ to seamen who readily admit’ 
their loneliness and sense of separation from the nor-! 
mal pattern of church life. As Chicago becomes ai} 
deepwater port in fact, many more ships will be at-! 
tracted to the city. It is very important that there be} 
a Christian witness to the seamen on behalf of Chi-: 
cago’s people. The Prins Johan Willem Friso is far from| 
Chicago in her endless journeyings, but she is richer} 
for having stopped at Chicago, for she has aboard! 
God’s Holy Word. Here is another way in which the! 
Bible Society has taken the initiative, through the! 
gifts of its donors, in reaching out a hand with the: 


Word. 


He also placed a New Testament in the ship’s library| 
and gave the captain a Bible in his native language | 
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The Mission We Have 


Ths is the second of three articles based on Secretary 
Holmgren’s address at the All-Asia Regional Conference of 


_ the United Bible Societies in Singapore, Fune 2. Last month 


4 he set forth the challenge and opportunity of the world we 


serve. Here is a critical appraisal of the mission the Bible 
_ Societies have in that world. 


E 


An All-Compelling Mission 


rst of all, the mission we have is all-compelling. 
Occasionally it is important for us to return to the 


_ source of our mission and rededicate ourselves to its 


- central purpose—‘‘to encourage the wider circula- 


tion of the Holy Scriptures without note or com- 
ment.’ Our one function, so modestly stated, is to 
bring the Scriptures to humanity. As Dr. Eric North 
has put it so forcefully, ““No matter what the lan- 
guage, no matter whether rich or poor, no matter 


~ where—the man or woman or literate child without 


_ the Scriptures is our sole concern. Our one endeavor 


is to see that the person without the Book has a 


- chance to have it; that he is persuaded to make it his 


Book for what it may mean in new life for him, for the 


- world and for God’s Kingdom. Though this purpose 
_ is a very simple one, it is central. Many great church 


gatherings in our day have brought closer to our 
vision the universal Church of Christ as a united body 


witnessing as one for Him. But we must always re- 


-member that the foundation of the Church universal 
- is not in organization or congresses, but where Our 
‘Lord put it—on the man who believes. It was 


when Peter confessed his faith that Jesus was the 


Christ, the Son of the Living God, that Christ said, 


_ ‘Upon this rock will I build my Church.’ 
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“For literally millions of people their first and 
often their only chance to come face to face with 
Christ is when they face Him in the pages of a Gospel 
or the Testament. . . 


“For all who take the first steps of faith, for all who 
have long known their Lord, this book is the indis- » 
pensable Book. By it their faith is kept warm and 
glowing. By it their conduct as Christians is guided. 
Without it they cannot live as Christians. You cannot 
create and maintain the believing man without it; 
you cannot create the Church without it; you cannot 
reach without it the great, unhappy, striving multi- 
tudes of the world for the redemption of their life. The 
Bible must be in their hands.” 

This is our all-compelling mission. Our task is not 
done—in Asia nor anywhere else in the world—and 
we must forever feel a sense of agonizing incomplete- 
ness until all men are brought face to face with Jesus 
Christ on the pages of this Book. 


An All-pervading Mission 


Our mission is all-pervading. This means at least 
two things: first, there isn’t a place on earth which is 
not our concern; and second, there can, therefore, be 
no spatial, racial or national limits to the cause we 
serve. On the first point we have never had any 
doubts, and the record of achievement of carrying the 
Gospel in printed form to earth’s remotest parts is a 
notable one. In fact, for us remoteness has never been 
a factor. Wherever the Churches have gone, we have 
gone with them and often, in fact, creatively pre- 
ceded them. As the arm of the Church, we have often 
reached forward into areas where it has not yet been 
able to go. 

On the second point, however, we have been the 
children of our times. In the early days of the Bible 
Society movement in the West, the older “sending” 
Societies largely followed the missionaries of their 
own countries to the “‘regions beyond.”’ Local loyal- 
ties were transported, boundaries were drawn, 
languages were claimed and the whole enterprise 

Continued on page 122 
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“ (Novporteurs should be multiplied everywhere. 


The Churches should take seriously Scripture 
distribution, the most essential part of the Lord’s 
work.” So spoke the Rev. Arturo Parajdén, veteran 
minister of the First Baptist Church of Managua, 
Nicaragua. He spoke out of long experience in com- 
bining evangelism and colportage. During the entire 


In house-to-house visitation Mr. Urizar encourages 
the people to examine the Scriptures for themselves 
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Philippi 
Meet Mr. Benjamin Urizar, colporteur, evangelist. Mr. Urizar systematically visits the churches, pre 


THE COLPORTEUR, THE 


BY JAC 


second quarter of the current century he built the: 
congregation and extended the bounds of his denomi- : 
nation through his persistent evangelism and dis-| 
tribution of the Bible. At one time during his minis-| 
try First Church had twenty-five missions, a number | 
of which have now become organized churches. 

This has been a splendid example for the entire 
Baptist Convention of Nicaragua. which not only | 
supports its pastors, meets current expenses, builds 
and maintains its churches with great sacrifice, but 
also employs Mr. Benjamin Urizar as colporteur- 
evangelist. He systematically visits the churches, 
preaches the Gospel in public and witnesses from 
house to house, shop to shop, market to market, in 
town and country, encouraging the people to secure 
and read the Bible for themselves. The American 
Bible Society cooperates with the Baptist Convention 
of Nicaragua by meeting the travel expenses of Mr. 
Urizar and maintaining an adequate supply of 
Scriptures in its depository in Managua, the capital 
of the country. Miss Argentina Mendoza is in charge 
of this depository, which supplies churches, col- 
porteurs and bookstores throughout the country. The 
market is the center of the community life—social, 
economic and religious. Every market in Central 
America has its shrine. Religion is introduced as a 
matter of course, taking from the market place the 
starkness of the purely secular. This is indeed an 
atmosphere ready-made for the colporteur. In 
Managua the Central Market attracts customers 
from the whole city and the entire western side of 
the republic. It is but a few blocks from First 
Baptist Church and equally near the depository. 
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pel in public and witnesses in town and country, encouraging people to secure and read the Bible 
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In market or shops it is usually the illustrated 
| Portions of the Scriptures, with their hundreds of 
pictures from Bible Lands, that attract the most 
attention. They will draw together spontaneously a 
| group right out in the open street, if the colporteur 
displays these pictures with skill. Benjamin Urizar, no 
novice at this work, finds himself time and again 
“happily mobbed. His heart, of course, is in this 
work. He sensed the call to Christian service in 
1940 in Guatemala, where he grew up in the Primi- 
: tive Methodist Church. In 1943 he was graduated 
»from the Guatemala City Bible Institute of the 
Central American Mission. Since then he has served 
the mission that provided his training—an inter- 
denominational, or faith mission—as well as the 
Methodist Church that first brought the message of 
Christ to him. For a time he also served the Moravian 
Church in its training school for Miskito Indian lay 
workers. All the while he continued his interest and 
activity in the distribution of the Scriptures. Today, 
a man with broad Christian sympathies as col- 
porteur-evangelist, he finds full exercise for all the 
fund of his past training and experience. He appears 
so friendly it is not unusual for others to take the 
initiative and surround him, asking questions about 
the illustrated Portions that attract everyone. 

The ultimate aim is to meet the need of Bibleless 
homes. The house-to-house visitation encouraging 
the people to examine the Scriptures for themselves is 
“next to the climax of the work of the colporteur. And 

that climax?—that is to bring people everywhere 
into the warmth of Christian fellowship within the 
worshiping congregation. For that reason iteis a 
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happy combination when a man can serve both as 
colporteur and evangelist. And as he goes his way 
in town and country, reaching beyond the present 
boundaries of the church, Benjamin Urizar is per- 
petuating the spirit of Arturo Parajén, who used to 
remind his congregation frequently: ‘The church 
that propagates the Scriptures is a growing church.” 


Philippi 


Reaching beyond church boundaries Mr. Urizar tries 
to bring all into the warmth of Christian fellowship 
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ASIA AND OUR GLOBAL OBLIGATION 
(Continued from page 119) 


inevitably became the activity of national groups 
stamped with national characteristics. 

A new understanding of the mission of the Church 
is slowly dawning upon us, however. It is that our 
mission is the total concern of the whole Church of 
Christ without reference to spatial or even adminis- 
trative divisions. 

This surely means, as the beloved Premenand 
Mahanty, the late Secretary of the Bible Society of 
India and Ceylon, would say, “‘Our task is one, and 
we must learn more than ever to be partners in 
obedience.”’ The work we do together across the 
world must reflect less and less of our national fea- 
tures and become more and more universal in its 
pattern of service. The only frontiers we should recog- 
nize are where men are found without Christ; and 
this is as true in Boston as it is in Osaka, in Amster- 
dam as it is in Bangkok. ‘““The geographical fron- 
tier,” said Professor Beaver at Serampore, “‘is in part 
now merely academic, for there are no longer any 
foreigners, since we all rub elbows in this little world. 
However, within one world the Mission will continue 
to give special attention to those places where the 
Christian witness is absent or weak. .. . In our time, 
an interdependent world society and a worldwide 
Christian community have both come into being.” 

Some adumbration of this view was first evident in 
Bible Society history when the American and British 
Societies, and more recently other European So- 
cieties, formed joint agencies which demonstrated at 
an early stage the unity of our witness above national 
lines in the service of the whole Church. This was fol- 
lowed gradually by the creation of independent So- 
cleties in several countries which have moved from 
the dependence of an earlier day to the interdepen- 
dence of these days. The most significant step of all 


Secretary Miyakoda (seventh from left) with colporteurs at Karuizawa Conference in Japan. The 


was the formation of the United Bible Societie 
which reminds us constantly that we are not servan 
merely of our respective national Churches, but the 
we are—and forever must be—the servants of th 
Universal Church. 


An All-consuming Mission 


Our mission is all-consuming. We have seen some 
thing of the size of the task which confronts us. Fan 
tastic population figures, surging literacy and learn 
ing, recrudescence of ancient religions and, hoverin| 
over all, the threat of holocaust and destruction— 
these are the dimensions of our opportunity. To thi 
task we must bring our complete dedication, ou 
maximum resources. The future will not demand les 
from us of money, men, thought and prayer, but in 
finitely more, if we are obedient to God’s demand 
and responsive to the need for full partnership in oul 
global task. | 

Here let me speak with immense frankness. In thi 
matter of support of our work, we are confronte¢ 
with two unresolved difficulties. The first is creates 
by the idea of thoroughgoing self-support among th! 
younger Bible Societies as over against the convictio} 
that in some way the Christian witness in any give} 
area should reflect the Christian life of the whol 
world, not simply what the resources of the local a 
national Church make possible. 

The whole question of a larger measure of seli 
support is never far from the minds of our devote} 
colleagues in the younger Societies of Asia, and it | 
proper that this should be so. It is theoretically pos 
sible, for example, for the Japan Bible Society to H 
completely self-supporting, if it were to discontinu 
its impressive program of colportage. From thi 
return on the sales of its Bibles, Testaments, and Pot 
tions together with its property income and locd 
contributions, the Japan Bible Society could, doub} 
less, manage its work without any subsidies from 
abroad. But its General Secretary has wisely see 
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mission is not ours—American, British, Japanese—but Christ’s 
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ASIA AND OUR GLOBAL OBLIGATION 
(Continued from page 122) 


that to do so would be to-limit its evangelistic out- 
reach and smother the unity of our witness in Japan. 
‘Someone has stated the principle thus: ‘‘While the 
responsibility for evangelizing any area rests primar- 
ily upon the church in that area, it does not rest ex- 
clusively upon it.”? All must share in it if we are to ful- 
‘fill the law of Christ; and after all else has been said, 
the mission is not ours—Americans, British, Japanese 
=—but Christ’s. 

The problem of larger local support is somewhat 
‘different in other, less privileged countries of Asia— 
Indonesia or India, for example. How often Mr. 
Mahanty stressed the importance of placing larger 
‘responsibilities upon the Indian Church for the sup- 
port of the Bible cause! ‘“‘For too long,” he said, “‘it 
‘has. been regarded as the sole responsibility of the 
‘Churches and Societies of the West; we must now 
make it the responsibility of the Church of India.” 
But great Christian statesman that he was, he never 
‘made the mistake of suggesting that foreign aid was 
unwelcome or unneeded. In fact the word “‘foreign”’ 
‘was not in his vocabulary: ‘““The work is His; the 
funds are His.” Nor did he propose that the program 
of the Bible Society in India be curtailed so as to 
bring local expenditures more nearly in line with lo- 
cal support. Rather, he agreed with his warm friend 
and compatriot, Bishop Newbigin, that: ““When—as 
in most of the lands of Asia and Africa—the Christian 
population is a very small percentage of the total; 
when there is a huge, unfinished evangelistic task; 
and when there are Churches in the West with the 
will and the resources to tackle this task, we have no 
right to stand in their way and tell them that their 
help is not needed.’’ He would have probably added, 
: too, that ‘‘such help can only rightly be given as com- 
pletely to respect the integrity of the church in the 
area as truly the Body of Christ in that place.” 

A second difficulty is created by the secular atti- 
tude in the East (which often becomes official policy) 
‘toward receiving aid from the West. 
_ While these strains may appear in the purely secu- 
Jar order, surely they must not be allowed to condi- 
tion—or worse yet, cripple—the Christian cause, nor 
in any way curtail our evangelistic outreach. If there 
are present difficulties or embarrassments either in 
sending or receiving the funds needed for the fulfill- 
ment of our clear mandate—the wider circulation of 
the Scriptures in every land under heaven— then we 
“must in completely honest Christian love and grace 
find a better way creatively to share both our task and 
our resources. The Christian Churches of the West, 
particularly those in America, are responding with 
unprecedented generosity to appeals for the enlarged 
mission of the Church throughout the world, includ- 
ing that of the Bible Socicties. Meanwhile, as often 
stated in this Conference, our mission in Asia is fre- 
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The responsibility for evangelizing any area rests 
primarily upon the church in that area but all must 
share in it if we are to fulfill the law of Christ. 


quently hampered by insufficient funds to do the 
work that lies before us. No one could rejoice in this 
unthinkable hiatus except Satan himself. 

All of this means, of course, that we must move 
toward greater unity in the fulfillment of our man- 
date to take the Scriptures to the world. I believe 
that God is saying to us that we cannot longer en- 
gage in our world mission without facing questions 
of greater cooperation than ever before. Among other 
things, this will surely mean that larger responsibility 
for the administration of the work in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America will rest upon the national Churches. 
It will mean that assistance from overseas will be add- 
ed to local support and administered chiefly by local 
Bible Societies and their Advisory Committees. It will 
mean that those who go in person from the West to 
assist in the mission will go not as supervisors or di- 
rectors, but as fraternal secretaries, partners in obedi- 
ence, brethren in Christ. It will mean that there will 
be more frequent consultation and creative cama- 
raderie among us all. It will mean that we shall prob- 
ably see a new fellowship emerging among us, a 
fellowship created by the Holy Spirit, as we faithfully 
dedicate ourselves to our common task and our com- 
mon Lord. I should liken the Bible Societies of East 
and West here engaged in conference and conversa- 
tion to the two disciples walking to Emmaus, ‘“‘talk- 
ing to each other about all these things that had 
happened.” Like them, before the Conference closes 
we should be listening not to each other, but to a 
third Person who walks with us. When at last we find 
ourselves in full mutual dependence upon Christ, we 
will be able to say, “‘Did not our hearts burn within 
us while He talked to us on the road?” 
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Instructions: Cut along dotted line. Paste question on small card and answer on 
back. Distribute cards face up; do not look at back. Player reads card out loud 
and gives his answer. If player’s answer is correct, he scores two points: if incorrect, | 
he must read the Bible reference aloud from his own Bible. Highest score wins. 

BIBLE BEE | 
5. One daughter-in-law of Naomi : 


was Ruth. Was the other Deli- 
lah, Orpha or Dorcas? 


BIBLE BEE 
1. What kind of wood did God 


command Noahtouse in build- 
ing the Ark? 


BIBLE BEE 


BIBLE BEE E> 
; ; cing 6. Was the father of John the 
2. How many stories did the Ark oe Baptist Si horvack 
pees aptist Simon, Joseph or Zach- 
ave! us 
arias! 
BIBLE BEE BIBLE BEE 


7. In what village was Jesus when 
he turned water into wine? 


3. Was Samson a disciple, a judge 
or a king? 


BIBLE BEE 


4, What kind of food did Joseph 
store up in Egypt against future 


BIBLE BEE 


8. What kind of birds came into 
the camp of the Israelites when 
they needed food? 


famine? 


Answer Answer 
1. Gopher wood (Genesis 6:14) 5. Orpha (read the Book of Ruth) 


Ancien Answer 


2. Three (Genesis 6:16) 6. Zacharias (Luke 1:13) 
Baca i a a em EN 
Answer Answer 


3. ean was a Judge of Israel (Judges 7. In Cana of Galilee (John 2:1-11) 
16:31 


Answer AHS Ey 


4. Corn (Genesis 41:49) 8. Quail (Exodus 16: 12, 13) 
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Stories in Pictures... 


gress nse SMR RE eee Se 


‘DISTRIBUTING ILLUSTRATED GOSPELS IN THE BAHAMAS: PENNSYLVANIA STATE SECRETARY OF PUBLIC WELFARE WITH BIBLE 
Licensed Baptist preacher Howard E. Large from USS ‘Yanner’’ held COLLECTION: Each Bible in the collection of Mrs. Ruth G. Harting is related to a 
worship services with the Baptists on Mores Island. significant incident in her life or that of her forebears. 


site noses semen Sted 


PORTIONS DISTRIBUTED IN A BUS STATION: VISITING ABS FOR VACATION CHURCH 
SCHOOL: (I. to r.) Arthur Unger, Marcia and Ellen 
Wager, of Madison Ave. Presb. Church, N.Y. City. 


_A BIBLE FOR ALL TO READ IN WINDOW OF : , 
| PHILIPPINE BIBLE HOUSE: Last year that Bible | Two Wayside Gospel Dispensers are needed in 
House distributed 191,341 Scripture volumes. this Southern station to keep travelers supplied. 


| i i TURES IN KOREA: All Bibles in the Korean language 
| N PERU: Both Cirillo Quispe and the BUYING SCRIP nguc 
me Pee Hetee 2 ag tt Podteaate Goes Word. Mr. Moscoso was a___ must now be printed in Korea. The American Bible Society anticipates 
OE de scion that ‘sae Srinec hua New Testament an increased subsidy to Korea for the publication of Scriptures. 
collaborator in the revision of the Cuzco Quechua Ne : e 
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August Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society was held at the 
Bible House on Thursday, August 6, 1959, 
at 3:30 p.m. Vice President John J. Leu 
was in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by 
Mrs. Jesse M. Bader. 

Rey. Gerald E. Boyce was elected an 
Associate Secretary assigned to the Ways 
and Means Department, effective Septem- 
lgee il, OSS). 

Secretary Holmgren reported on the 
Bible Society's work overseas during the 
past three months. 

After introduction to the Board, Dr. 
John H. McCombe, who was appointed 
last March to serve as Fraternal Secretary 
to the Japan Bible Society, spoke of the 
enlightening experiences he had had during 
the five-month period of orientation. Dr. 
McCombe and his family will leave for 
Japan the middle of August. 

Secretary Nettinga read a letter from the 
Governor of Hawaii, the Honorable Wil- 
liam F. Quinn, stating that the State 
House Bible and the Scriptures in various 
languages had just arrived and that he 
wished to express his sincere appreciation 
to the American Bible Society for its fine 
tribute to the new State of Hawaii and 
that “the Scriptures will be sent to the 
Library of Hawaii and the State House 
Bible will be kept here at Iolani Palace.” 

It was also reported that the Bible So- 
ciety had sent a gift Bible to the Governor 
of the State of Alaska. In accepting the 
Bible, Governor Egan promised that it 
would serve as a guide for his office, not 
only for him but those who will come after 
him in the office of Governor. 


Advisory Council 


The Advisory Council of the American 
Bible Society will meet this year on Tues- 
day and Wednesday, November 17th and 
18th at the Bible House, New York City. 

The Advisory Council consists of official 
representatives of some 50 denominations 
which support the Society. The Society 
serves the missionaries of all home and for- 
eign mission boards, whether denomina- 
tional, interdenominational or independ- 
ent. The Society’s single mission is “te 
encourage the wider circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment.” 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Psalms Used by TB Patients 


From Veterans Administration in Mad- 
ison, Wisconsin: 

Some years ago I obtained from your 
agency a shipment of The Psalms in a 
paper binding. If this Portion of Scripture 
is still available, may I request that another 
50 copies be sent me. I find that in con- 
ducting ward services in this TB hospital 
where singing is not feasible, the responsive 
reading of Psalms makes a most effective 
substitute for hymns. And a booklet con- 
sisting of only the Psalms lends itself most 
readily to this purpose. 

You will be rendering me a real service 
if you are able to grant this request. More 
important, you will be rendering a service 
to hospitalized veterans. 


* * * 


Scriptures in Large 
Type a Blessing 


From Grand Haven, Michigan: 

I have recently ordered and received 
from you two copies of your New Testa- 
ment with Psalms in large type and en- 
close herewith a money order of $1.65 for 
the third copy. 

I first ordered one for my mother, who 
has had a cataract removed from one 
eye and is scheduled for surgery on the 
other in a couple of months. She found 
it such a blessing that she asked me to 
order one for her sister, whose vision is 
also very poor. My aunt is enjoying hers 
so much, too. 

Today I was talking to a girl who pre- 
viously worked in our office and, knowing 
that her mother’s eyesight has been failing 
for years, mentioned your New Testament 
with Psalms to her. She says that now her 
mother is able to read only headlines in 
the newspaper and she asked me to order 
a copy for her. She hopes she will again be 
able to read the Scriptures but says when 
she can’t, she will turn it over to someone 
else who needs the large type or to the 
church who can make it available to some- 
one with poor eyesight. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


1959 OCTOBER 195) 
Day Book Chapter | Day Book Chapte 
1 Psalms IQ:I-14 18 Acts ier! 
2 Psalms  24:1-10 | jg 9 Corinthians 
3 Psalms 27:1-14 5it-2 
4 Acts I:I-14 20 2 Corinthians 
5 Romans 6:1-23 roe 
6 Romans  15:1-13 2t Galatians 3:1-1. 
7 1 Corinthians 22 Ephesians 2:1-2: 
71-16 | 93 Psalms  goz1-1' 
8 Psalms 34:1-22 | 94 Psalms — grzi-1t 
g Psalms 3721-22 25 Acts 4:1-3 
to Acts ZB 26 Philippians 4:1-1: 
rr Acts 2:22-42 | 94 Colossians 1:9-2¢ 
12 1 Corinthians 28 1 Thessalonians 
10:1 4-111 oe 
13 1 Corinthians 29 2 Thessalonians — 
IO 271-1: 
14 1 Corinthians 30 Psalms TOaurE 
12:12-31 = F- 3 
15 2 Corinthians 3 ie ae 
4:1-18 
16 Psalms 40:1-17 
17 Psalms = 5171-17 | 
| 
| 
1959 NOVEMBER 195) 
Day Book Chapter | Day Book Chapte 
1 Acts 4:32-5:16 g Hebrews 1t:1-1 
2 1 Timothy 4:1-16 | to Hebrews 12:1-1 
3 2 Timothy 1:1-14 | 11 James 5i1-1 
4 Titus 3:1-15 | 12 Psalms 138:1- 
5 Philemon 1-25 13 Psalms 139:1-1 | 
6 Psalms 119:1-16 14 Acts 6:1-1/ 
7 Psalms 121:1-8 15 Acts 7:44-6) 
8 Acts 5:1 7-42 


A list of Daily Readings for the entir 
year may be obtained by writing to th¢ 
Publicity Department, 450 Park Avenue! 
New York 22. | 


Thanks again for your fine service 
making this part of God’s Word availa’ 
to handicapped individuals. 


* * * 


Marines Appreciate Bibles” 


From Parris Island, South Carolina: 

In the name of the recruits in trai 
at MCRD, Parris Island, South Caroli 
the enclosed check is sent as a contributi 
to the work of the American Bible Societ 
Each recruit receives a New Testament 
the orientation lecture and is encourag 
in his Scripture reading and devotional li 
The work of the American Bible Soci 
is much appreciated, and its kindness 
making the Scriptures available with 
cost is gratefully acknowledged. | 

God’s rich blessing in your continuii 
work, 
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In Other Countries 


Overseas Agencies 
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E. Hudspith, 


*Joint Agencies with the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
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THE FINGER-FONO 


CAN MAKE THE BIBLE 


KNOWN TO MILLIONS 
WHO CANNOT READ. 


The American Bible Society’s feather weight plastic 
phonograph, operated by one finger, has been hailed 
throughout the Christian world as a great new idea 
for advancing Bible teaching. 

Mr. Richard Crane, a dedicated young electronics 
engineer, is traveling to the globe’s out-of-the-way 
places with no little hardship to record native voices 
in little-known tongues. Already recordings have been 
made in Navaho, Mazahua, Kpelle, Gio, Kekchi, 
Marathi, Apache, Chol, Maya, Otomi de Mezquital, 
Tzeltal de Bachajon, Kituba, Otetela, Tshiluba and 
Aymara, as well as Spanish and English. 


The Society has undertaken this project, in addition 


A50 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 
Enclosed is my gift of $ 


PASTOR .. 


798 SCENIC AVE 
N: BERKELEY 9 CALIF 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. BR-910 


to supply Finger-Fonos to the world. 
(Please print your name and address if they are not correctly stenciled below. ) 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH | 


Ad ie et Ht ' yar: Ree eae 


|) a SOR, Alesis 


a ; 


-: are i 


to its regular work of translating, publishing and dis: 
tributing the Scriptures, because this is a vital service 
to mankind to hasten the day when “the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea.” 


The great need is for funds to carry on this new 
work. You, your Church, your Church group or Sun: 
day School class can help. Won't you? 

It costs $10.00 to provide 3 machines and 18 records 
Tests in the field indicate one machine can reach a: 
many as 500 souls. If every reader of the Bible Society 
Record will send $5.00 or more, a great new missionary 
movement will gain much needed impetus. 
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